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ABSTRAK 
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah mendeskripsikan dengan jelas 
implementasi pendekatan berbasis inquiri pada pengajaran bahasa inggris di 
Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 2 Boyolali yaitu: 1) silabus, 2) tujuan pembelajaran, 3) 
bahan pengajaran, 4) teknik pengajaran, 5) media, 6) peran guru, 7) peran siswa 
dan 8) penilaian. Penelitian ini menerapkan penelitian ethnography. Hasil 
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa silabus yang dipakai adalah silabus campuran 
yang terdiri dari functional, genre (jenis text), tata bahasa, notion, silabus berbasis 
tugas dan silabus berbasis keahlian. Tujuan pembelajaran meliputi tujuan khusus 
dan umum. Bahan pengajaran dikategorikan menjadi bahan cetak dan non cetak. 
Peran guru sebagai pengawas, pengamat dan penilai. Peran siswa sebagai pelaku 
dan pendengar. Teknik kegiaitan di kelas adalah menerangkan, diskusi dan 
presentasi, debat, pecakapan dan bermain peran, pemahaman dan menjawab 
pertanyaan. Media berupa laboratorium bahasa, You Tube, Encarta dan kertas 
dinding berwarna. Penilaian dikelompokkan menjadi 2 kategori berdasarkan 
bentuk penilaian berupa essay, teks rumpang, melengkapi dialog dan pilihan 
ganda. Sedangkan penilaian berdasarkan waktu berupa penilaian formative dan 
sumatif. Ada ciri khas dalam implementasi pendekatan berbasis inkuiri dalam 
pengajaran bahasa inggris di Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 2 Boyalali. Berdasarkan 
temuan, pembahasan, kesimpulan dan implikasi, penulis menyarankan untuk guru 
bahasa inggris utuk dapat menumbuhkan minat siswa dan keterlibatannya dalam 
kelas. Penerapan jenis tahapan, teknik dan media mutlak diperlukan dalam 
pengajaran bahasa inngris. Penulis merekomendasikan untuk peneliti di masa 
mendatang agar memperluas penelitian dengan tempat penelitian dan sudut 
pandang yang berbeda.  
Kata kunci : Penerapan, Pendekatan berbasis Inquiry, Pengajaran 
ABSTRACT 
The purpose of the study is to reveal briefly of the implementation of 
Inquiry- Based Approach for teaching of English at State Islamic High School 2 
Boyolali are namely: 1) syllabus, 2) learning objective, 3)  instructional material, 
4) technique, 5) media, 6)teacher’s roles, 7) student’s roles and 8) assessment
model. The research applied ethnographic study. The effort of research shows 
mixed syllabus are namely: functional syllabus, genre based syllabus, grammar 
syllabus, notion syllabus, task based syllabus and skill based syllabus .The 
learning objectives are general and specific learning objectives. The instructional 
material is categorized into printed material and unprinted material. Teacher’s 
roles are controller, observer and assessor. The student’s roles are processor and 
listener. The classroom activities are explanation, discussion and presentation, 
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debate, conversation practice, role play, comprehension and answering question. 
The classroom procedure illustrated four patterns namely: EEC, CEC, EC and EE. 
The media are language laboratory, You Tube, Encarta and wall color paper. The 
assessments are grouped two main categories. The first assessment is forms of 
assessment are namely: essay task, listening close task, dialogue completion task 
and multiple choice. The second assessment is time of assessment such as 
formative and summative assessment. There are uniqueness of the implementation 
inquiry based approach of English teaching at State Islamic senior high school 2 
Boyolali. Depart to finding, discussion, conclusion and implication, the writer 
suggest for English teacher to grow students’ interest and involvement in the 
classroom. The application of variety  procedure, technique, media is absolutely 
required to English teaching. She also recommended for future researcher to 
expand the study in other research field and diversity point of view. 
Keyword: Implementation, Inquiry-Based Approach, teaching 
1. Introduction
The dense development of curriculum of education is changing year by 
year. It lines with the rapid progress in society. The curriculum itself aims to 
prepare the students facing their future, they must have ability to react society 
and environment  demand. Regarding with design of curriculum, both 
government and scholar have much attention and consideration that it must 
suit with market need. 
Depart to English teaching, the Indonesian Education of Ministry has 
conducted English in curriculum by involving scholars, educator, human 
resource education development, house representative and government 
officers have paid more attentions to English language teaching. It is shown 
that they encourage the mastering of English with train some educator 
periodically, build facilities of language laboratory and linked some web site 
to support English capability. It is because that English is one of device of 
global communication, information and transfer of science and technology. 
The major of education system is deliberated mainly to assemble the learners’ 
needs and adjust education with the development of science and technology. 
There is particular  portion and position for English in educational system. It is 
language other than Indonesian language and local language, compulsory for 
Indonesian students from lower secondary school to university level.  
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Fauziati (2009) argued that inquiry is not merely searching for the 
right answer but also finding appropriate resolution for question and issue. 
Cleverly (2003) stated that inquiry learning enables to examine the complexity 
of their world and form concept and generalization instead of being told 
simple answer to more complex problem. Inquiry-based learning is teaching 
learning activity by involving students in teaching learning process. Depart to 
this theory the implementation of inquiry-based approach is absolutely needed 
in English teaching. The students are recommended to seek for the problem 
around, make hypothesis and then solve the problem. It spends us students to 
be active leaner. Hence, teacher has role as a facilitator. The study concerned 
some components of it for instance syllabus, learning objectives, instructional 
material, technique, media and assessment. All of the aspects have major 
purpose to provide students with better English ability so that they can take 
part in various academic activities, most of which are conveyed in English. 
Therefore, the successfulness of attaining English can’t be separated with 
inquiry based approach.  
Ministry of Education rule has declared English teaching in Indonesia 
applied 2006 curricula at Senior high school stated that standard process for 
secondary education unit, learning activity are teaching and learning process 
to attain basic competence which is done interactive, inspiring, joyful, 
challenging, motivating students to be active participant and give more space 
to them to be innovative, creative and self-direct according to their talent, 
interest, physical and psychological development.  
Due to English teaching, basic factor of inquiry – based approach is 
learner’s involvement. This aspect is giving contribution in teaching learning 
process. There will be not learning if learners don’t take part as well in it. Vice 
verse, the role of teacher will encourage pupil in engagement education goal. 
It is undoubted that every learning process’ objective is reaching and 
progressing learning’s achievement and attitude. The success of learning 
process delivers the student’s mind, feeling and knowledge better and larger. 
By receiving of instructional material is hoped that they held meaningful case 
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so they are motivated to some activities such as taking a note, responding and 
sharing their idea and hopefully learning process become attractively.  
Regarding with the Inquiry-based approach of English teaching, there 
are major step namely: exploration, elaboration and confirmation. It adapted 
from Fauziati (2009) stated that first step of exploration is an initial effort to 
build knowledge through increased understanding of a phenomenon, the 
second is elaboration which students are guided by teacher in order to master 
the competence to be archived and the last is confirmation which evaluate the 
learning activity, provide confirmation of the result of exploration and 
elaboration, solving the problem and give motivation. Cleverly (2003)  argued 
that inquiry involved many different factors which are different level of 
question, focus for question, a frame of question and context for question. 
 The study choose Islamic state senior high school 2 Boyolali is as 
research setting because the school gets grade “A” in accreditation which is 
held by BAN (National Accreditation Foundation) at 2012. The school applied 
additional religion curriculum, so, it can support to student’s morality in their 
behavior. It is also implemented exploration, elaboration and confirmation for 
teaching learning of English. While, there are diverse technique and media 
used by teacher in order to develop student’s competence and ability. 
Therefore, the researcher decided to deliver the study with title “THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF INQUIRY-BASED APPROACH FOR THE 
TEACHING OF ENGLISH AT STATE ISLAMIC SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
2 BOYOLALI: A MICRO-ETHNOGRAPHY STUDY. 
2. Research Methodology
The type of research that is used by the writer is qualitative research. 
Denzim et al.’s  (2005: 3) claimed that qualitative research is situated activity 
that locates the obsever in the world. The writer applies one of them. That is an 
ethnographic study. Cresswell (2007: 84) stated that an ethnography focused 
on entire cultural group granted, sometimes this cultural group may be small (a 
few teacher, a few social workers) but typically it is large, involving many 
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people who interact overtime (teacher in an entire school and a community 
social work group). The place of study is state Islamic high school 2 Boyolali. 
The subject of study were Mrs. Nit, Mrs. Rin and Mrs. Win as English teachers 
and grade ten, grade eleven students for social class 1,  grade twelve students 
for natural class 2. The object of research was implementation inquiry based 
approach for English teaching at state Islamic High School 2 Boyolali in 
2012/2013 academic year.  
The methods of collecting data in this study were observation, 
interview and document. The researcher observe the implementation inquiry 
based approach for English teaching in classroom, having interview, making 
field note to English teacher. The researcher got data from event, informant and 
document. The techniques of collecting the data are indepth interviewing, 
observation and documentation. Data credibility uses four criteria such as 
credibility, transferability, dependability and conformability (Moleong, 2007). 
The techniques of analyzing data are data collection, data reduction, 
presentation, conclusion and verification.  
3. Research Finding and Discussion
The study revealed implementation inquiry based approach for English 
teaching at state Islamic High School 2 Boyolali in 2012/2013 academic year.  
3.1 Research Finding 
The findings cover the syllabus, the learning objectives, the instructional 
materials, the techniques, media, the teacher’s roles, the students’ roles and the 
assessment models.  
3.1.1 Syllabus 
The research findings delivers some aspects of syllabus are namely: a) 
Principle of syllabus b) Types of syllabus and , c) Implementation of syllabus. 
The priciple of syllabus are stated at School Level Based Curriculum (SLBC) 
or Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan. The type of syllabus is mixed 
syllabus namely: functional syllabus, genre based syllabus grammar, notion 
syllabus, task based syllabus and skill based syllabus. The implementation of 
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syllabus is based on note of Basic Education Unit Level Curriculum (KTSP) 
syllabus is made among others in order to allow students to: (1) learn to believe 
in and fear of God Almighty; (2) learn to understand and appreciate; (3) learn 
to be able to implement and act effectively; (3) learn to live together and be 
useful to others, and (4) learn to build and self-discovery through active 
learning, creative, effective and fun.  
3.1.2 Learning Objectives 
The study revealed that there are two learning objective namely; 1) 
General learning objectives, and 2) Specific learning objectives. The general 
objectives are obviously stated in the curriculum document (Department of 
National Education b, 2003: 14). The specific of Learning Objective applied at 
State Islamic High School 2 Boyolali are the abilities to communicate either 
oral or written, aware that English is to be the one of main learning devices, 
have cross-cultural understanding. 
3.1.3 Instructional material  
The instructional material which is used at State Islamic Senior High 
School 2 Boyolali is categorized into two categories, namely: a) Printed 
material for instance,:  textbooks, handout, worksheet and supplementary 
module, and b) Unprinted material such as MP3 file, Compact Disk, internet, 
slide and video. 
3.1.4 Technique for Inquiry-Based Approach  
The classroom activities of comprehension and answer question 
encourage the student’s ability in listening skill. The activity of drilling and 
reading aloud supports the student in speaking skill in their classroom.  The 
activity is aimed to encourage communication, pronunciation, and student’s 
interaction. 
The finding of study revealed that the procedure in learning English at 
State Islamic High School 2 Boyolali are generally using the pattern of EEC 
(Exploration, Elaboration and Confirmation), but sometimes it modified to 
CEE (Confirmation, Exploration and Elaboration), EC (Elaboration and 
Confirmation), and EE (Exploration and Elaboration). The classroom 
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procedure’s arrangement refers to the regulation of national education minister 
No. 41/ 2007 about process standard. 
3.1.5 Media 
 Media aids the learner in understanding and comprehending material 
easily. The utilizing media of in the research are namely language laboratory 
encourage listening skill, you tube support speaking, Encarta attract student’s 
reading skill and wall color paper drill student ’s writing ability.  
3.1.6 Teacher’s roles 
Research revealed that teacher’s roles are as controller, observer, organizer 
and explainer. Teacher as a controller as the following field note:  
Teacher : Good morning class? Do you get difficulty in doing the task? 
Students : Yes Mom 
Teacher :  Please tell us about that? 
Students :  Yes…………… 
Mrs. Win walked around to the class and controlled the student in doing their 
assignment. 
(Field note on 13 March 2013)  
Teacher observes the students’ tasks, the teacher criticized them and 
feedback to students. She organizes many activities and also performs in 
every instruction, for example teacher makes student into small group 
discussion. Teacher tries to clarify the lesson; therefore student can get 
material easily and also know the materials that have known yet. 
3.1.7 Student’s roles  
Based on writer observation, there are some learner’s roles shown by 
students in teaching learning of English. Their roles are a processor and 
performer. They attempt to practice what teacher said and always did all 
instructions that have given by teacher for instance the student performs role 
play in speaking skill. 
3.1.8 Assessment 
 The assessment of study is  recommended by the minister of education 
regulation no 20 year 2007 about the assessment standard. Based on the 
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variety of assessment, there are two namely: a) Form of Assessment and b) 
Time of Assessment. The teacher uses forms of assessment namely: 1) 
Essay task, 2) Listening close task, 3) Dialogue completion task and 4) 
Multiple choice form. The study also revealed the time of assessment 
namely: 1) Formative and 2) Summative assessment.  
3.2 Discussion 
By observing, Submitting data, collecting field note from some classes 
and interview with the students and teachers as well as give questionnaires 
to the students and teachers , the writer would like to confer and analyze 
some matters that emerged in the statement of the problem in this writing.  
3.2.1 The Syllabus used in Inquiry-Based Approach for English teaching 
The syllabus applied to State Islamic Senior High School 2 Boyolali is 
called functional notional syllabus. It lines with Richards (2001). He stated 
that syllabus is as specification of the content of course instruction and list 
what will be taught and test. The research is different with Felicia (2012) 
described that her syllabus study used language syllabus namely: 1) 
synthetic, 2) analytic syllabus, 3) proportional syllabus, 4) product-oriented 
syllabus, and process-oriented syllabus, whereas the recent study found the 
mixed syllabus for instance: functional syllabus, genre based syllabus 
grammar, notion syllabus, task based syllabus and skill based syllabus. 
Writer  concludes that teacher became more reflected and more aware 
applied syllabus regarding inquiry teaching, while the study focused on the 
applying mixed syllabus in the recent research. 
3.2.2 Learning objective in teaching English by using Inquiry-Based 
Approach 
Healey (2005) investigated that his study dig up that the environment 
associated with different disciplinary cultures in which research and 
teaching take place. The objective of this study is exploring of the 
disciplinary spaces within which the relationships between teaching and 
research occur. The  recent study found that the learning objectives  are 
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revealed two main category are namely general and specific learning 
purposes. 
3.2.3 Instructional Material of Inquiry based Approach 
Richard (2001) stated that the source of material is needed by the 
student and teacher in their activity in the classroom as well as out of the 
classroom. The instructional material is device to attain their competence. 
The previous study, Kuswahyuningsih (2013) revealed that the instructional 
material was just for vocational High school student. It have discussed in the 
certain skill that is speaking skill so that it is different with the writer‘s 
finding. The recent study presented four skills in the teaching learning 
process namely listening, reading, writing and speaking. 
3.2.4 Technique Inquiry-Based Approach for English Teaching 
Richard (2001) stated that the classroom activities of comprehension 
and answer question encourage the student’s ability in listening skill. In this 
paragraph, the researcher will compare with Chiriac (2011). Her study 
revealed a little description about classroom activity. She stated that activity 
applied though demonstration and observation. The young learner activity is 
on total physical respond. On the other hand, the research of Abrar (2012) is 
about the teaching learning process of English at English course Pare Kediri 
East Java. He illustrated the classroom activity in detail. In listening 
teaching, teacher used identifying word from songs or stories. In teaching of 
speaking, teacher applied oral drill. Related to writing, the teacher 
conducted free writing. 
The classroom procedure’s arrangement refers to the regulation of 
national education minister No. 41 2007 about process standard. It is also 
adapted from Harmer (2002). The finding revealed that there are three 
patterns of learning procedure. When the current study is compared with 
previous research, it can be seen from Hartatik (2013). She states the 
classroom procedure in the term namely: Building Knowledge of Text, 
Modeling of Text, Joint Construction of Text and Independent Construction 
of Text. It is different with previous research of Hartutik (2012) have term 
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presentation, practice and production. In the researcher’s point of view, it 
has different name, but the glossary of steps are the same. 
3.2.5 Media  
Smaldino et.al (2011) stated that media is a tool or method and 
interaction between the teacher and the student in teaching learning process 
to be more effective. It is diverse  with Mocundorfeanu (2010) proposes 
almost the same media used in teaching-learning process can make student 
progress in speaking, reading, listening skill. She specifically bounded the in 
listening skill. The recent study revealed that media implemented in the 
research were namely language laboratory encouraged listening skill, you 
tube supported speaking, Encarta attracted student’s reading skill and wall 
color paper drill student ’s writing ability.  
3.2.6 Teacher’s roles 
The role of teacher based on Brown (2001) stated that teacher’s roles 
are facilitator, advisor, assistor, and offer direction to the student. The 
current research  revealed that teacher’s roles are as controller, observer, 
organizer and explainer. It similar to Holquin et al.’s (2013) about teacher’s 
roles to senior high school students.. The previous study showed at Windrati 
(2016), her study described that  teacher as facilitator, motivator and guide. 
It is a little bit different because the study refers to young leaner’s student.  
3.2.7 Student’s roles 
 Richard (2001) stated that learner should be active in the teaching 
learning process. .According to his result of observation the roles of the 
student: 1) processor and 2) performer.  It means that between the theory 
and the real condition in the classroom there is major differences. The 
researcher tries to compare the other findings. The learner’s aspect really 
influences some roles of student. It means that the segment of learner’s 
characteristic has an implication to some roles owned by learner. Due to the 
previous study, Lestari (2015) also explained the student‘s role is a 
performer. There are little differences to recent research. 
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3.2.8 Assessment 
Brown (2004) states, that a test in simple term is a method of 
measuring a person’s ability, knowledge, or performance in a given domain. 
All of these assessments have been applied and used at the study  as a 
consequence regulation of Minister Education in Indonesia. The application 
and the theory mentioned has been matched. In line with Lit et al.’s (2008) 
and Mendoza et al.’s (2009) also proposed the same assessment model in 
language assessment. They present assessment in teaching learning process 
both in reading, speaking, listening and writing. The different with Mendoza 
et al.’s (2009) showed that his finding of assessment used open-ended task, 
keep track of the process. He also divided assessment for graduate and 
undergraduate with different criteria such as assigning number, essays, 
presentation and discussion, whereas in the previous study is for senior high 
school student with multiple choice, essay and the occurrence of time is 
summative and formative.  
4. Conclusion
The study has conducted illustration and data analysis, the writer is able 
to convey a conclusion due to the effort of observation in inquiry based 
approach to State Islamic High School 2 Boyolali. The syllabus which applies 
as reference to build the lesson plan is developed by English teacher 
association at Boyolali regency. The syllabus is based on KTSP Curriculum 
which is published by DEPDIKNAS. The kind of syllabus is classified into 
mixed syllabus. Its namely functional syllabus, genre based syllabus, notional 
syllabus, task based syllabus and skill based syllabus. It is arranged based on 
the language from simple until the most complicated one.  
The learning objective encompasses two kinds namely: T he study 
revealed that there are two learning objective namely; 1) General learning 
objectives, and 2) Specific learning objectives. There are a lot of instructional 
materials such as printed, non printed, audio and visual material. is categorized 
into two categories, namely: a) Printed material for instance:  textbooks, 
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handout, worksheet and supplementary module, and b) Unprinted material such 
as MP3 file, Compact Disk, internet, slide and video. The teacher can use 
handbook, worksheet, and slide and cassette to transfer the knowledge. They 
make preparation in facing teaching learning process well. The existence of 
instructional material attracts the students in classroom engagement so they 
easily accept the learning material.  
Classroom activity is another vignette to make students spend their 
attractiveness and full attention. The teacher has to make the diverse activity in 
order to make the learner interested in studying and developing their 
competence. The classroom activity design is hopefully can attain the student’s 
ability in language learning such as conversation, explanation, discussion and 
presentation, debate, role play, answer question and comprehension. 
The implementation of classroom procedure is applied in the study 
involves exploration, elaboration and confirmation. Those are adapted from 
inquiry based approach. Media is device to attract learners and to deliver 
material in order the students easily absorb it. The study revealed that media 
implemented in the research are namely language laboratory encourage 
listening skill, you tube support speaking, Encarta attracts student reading skill 
and wall color paper drills student writing ability. 
The essential role of teacher has major part to build classroom activity. 
The students enable practice language in functional context. Depart to the 
previous statements, teachers have role as controller, observer, organizer and 
explainer.   
Along the observation document analysis and field note it is clear that 
students have revealed their performances through some activities given by 
teacher. Discussing the material, doing assignment, listening to teachers’ 
explanation, deciding the way to fulfil their assignment is the reflection of 
students’ role are namely: 1) processor and 2) performer 
Assessment is tool to measure the students’ competence in conducting 
class.. Based on the variety of assessment, there are two namely: a) Form of 
Assessment and b) Time of Assessment. The teacher uses form of assessment 
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namely: 1) Essay task, 2) Listening close task, 3) Dialogue completion task and 
4) Multiple choice form.
Based on the observation, interview and document analysis; the 
researcher concludes that some aspects of inquiry based approach appropriate 
with theories stated by experts. The engagement of some activities is also 
suitable with the produce. Even though, it is commonly things that there are 
some weaknesses. All of the components make the teaching learning process 
runs well. 
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